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Draft Broadcasting Rules, 2026: A
Rulebook for TV and Radio

Media regulation and telecom law | News reference: 12 June 2026 (draft; comments sought by 27 July 2026) | Published: 17
October 2026

Background and Context

Regulation of TV and radio broadcasting in India lay scattered for decades across layers of
guidelines - DTH in 2001, IPTV in 2008, HITS in 2009, FM Phase-Ill in 2011, uplinking-
downlinking in 2022 and separate guidelines for community radio in 2024. All of these
operated in the shadow of a 140-year-old law like the Indian Telegraph Act, 1885. In 2023
Parliament passed the Telecommunications Act, which replaced the 1885 law; the draft text
calls it a 'pathbreaking bill'. This Act divides administration by type of service - the
Ministry of Information and Broadcasting (MIB) administers the provisions for TV, radio and
associated services. After the law changed, the natural question was: what happens to the
old layers of guidelines? The draft rules are the answer to that.

Why in the News

The Ministry of Information and Broadcasting released the draft of the
"Telecommunications (Television, Radio and Associated Services) Rules, 2026' on 12 June
2026 for public and inter-ministerial consultation; comments were sought by 27 July 2026.
The draft consolidates six old sets of guidelines into a single rulebook - according to the
Ministry, industry will now get a 'consolidated and simplified rulebook'. Key provisions: six
types of authorisation - TV channels, channel distribution services, teleports, TV news
agencies, private radio and community radio; validity periods - 10 years for TV
channels/teleports/community radio/news agencies, 20 years for distribution services, 15
years for private radio; every TV channel must broadcast at least 30 minutes a day
(between 6 AM and 11 PM) of programmes of 'national importance and social relevance’;
private radio authorisation will be by auction and community radio on a first-come-first-
served basis; and breach of conditions will be treated as a violation of Section 32 of the
Act, to be dealt with by an Adjudicating Officer of Joint Secretary or higher rank.

Key concept: 'authorisation’ - the shift from licensing to
rule-based entry

Under the old framework, running a broadcasting service required a 'licence' from the
government - an arrangement like an individual contract with each entity, leaving wide
room for discretion. The language of the Telecommunications Act, 2023 is 'authorisation':
rules are made in advance and are the same for everyone, and an applicant who fulfils the
conditions gains entry under the rules. The draft rules bring this philosophy to TV and
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radio - eligibility conditions such as company/LLP structure, minimum net worth for the
previous financial year (Schedule 2), and a registered trademark or valid NOC for the
channel name/logo are set out openly. This change is the regulatory language of 'ease of
doing business': permission flows from pre-announced rules, not discretion.

Key Facts and Figures

Draft and date

Legal basis
Guidelines
absorbed
Types of

authorisation

Validity periods

National-
importance
programming

Enforcement

Other provisions

Telecommunications (Television, Radio and Associated
Services) Rules, 2026 - MIB, 12 June 2026; comments by 27
July 2026 (Under Secretary, BP&L)

Telecommunications Act, 2023 (replacing the 1885 Telegraph
Act); TV-radio provisions under MIB

Uplinking-downlinking (2022), DTH (2001), HITS (2009), FM
Phase-Ill (2011), community radio (2024), IPTV (2008) - 6 in total

TV channel; channel distribution (DTH/HITS/IPTV); teleport;
TV news agency; private radio (auction); community radio
(first-come-first-served)

TV channel/teleport/community radio/news agency = 10
years; distribution service = 20 years; private radio = 15 years;
renewal generally 10 years

Minimum 30 minutes daily (0600-2300 IST) - education,
agriculture, health, science, women's welfare, weaker
sections, environment-culture, national integration (8
subjects); exemption provision

Breach of conditions = violation of Section 32 of the Act;
Adjudicating Officer of Joint Secretary or higher rank; penalty
categories to be decided by the Centre

Notice mandatory if a channel is off air for 60 days;
authorisation deemed automatically terminated at 90 days;
distribution/news agency/community radio non-transferable;
migration path for old licences; digital implementation

The mechanics of consolidation - in three layers

Merger of layers: The conditions of six separate documents - eligibility, fees, security

clearance, operating rules - now sit in the chapters of a single rulebook. An applicant no
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longer has to read six documents to know which rules apply; Chapter 2 has the service
types and Chapter 3 the procedure.

Standardisation of entry conditions: Being a company or LLP, minimum net worth,
trademark clarity - the conditions are pre-announced. Auction for private radio and 'first-
come-first-served' for community radio - two different allocation logics, of market value
and community access, have been deliberately retained.

An institutional chain for breach resolution: Until now, breaches of conditions were
dealt with through the administrative provisions of guidelines. The draft ties this to Section
32 of the Act - the appointment of an Adjudicating Officer, the inquiry process and the
appellate route gain legal validity; penalties will be categorised, not arbitrary.

Significance of the Draft

The chain of regulatory consolidation: In the mould of the labour codes and the
Telecommunications Act, this draft is a new chapter of the same governance pattern - the
codification of scattered rules. For the TV-radio sector this is the real transition from the
1885 law to the 2023 law (analytical).

Business simplification: One process, clear validity periods, a migration path and digital
implementation - the uncertainty around investment decisions falls; the Ministry has
called the draft a 'simplified rulebook' for industry (draft text).

Public-interest obligation in legal form: The 30-minute national-importance
programming obligation moves from guideline tradition into rule text - a regulatory
expression of the tradition of treating broadcasting not merely as a market but as a public
platform (analytical).

Challenges and Question Marks

Content obligation versus editorial freedom: The mandatory 30-minute quota is in
the public interest, but the list of 'national importance' is wide; whether in implementation
it turns into pressure on editorial discretion is a question worth raising in consultation
(analytical).

The breadth of security clearance: Security clearance extending to members of the
governing body and the consequences of its denial are in the draft; the time frame of the
process is not clear - a risk of delays in investment decisions (analytical, based on the draft
text).

Draft status: These are not final rules - provisions may change after the comments due
by 27 July 2026. The analysis must remain confined to the draft text (draft text).

Way Forward

Three things will decide whether consolidation becomes real simplification: (i) clear time
frames for security clearance and authorisation disposal in the final rules; (ii) a
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transparent counting method and exemption process for the 30-minute programming
obligation, so that the compliance burden does not fall unequally on small channels; (iii)
an announced time frame for migrating old licences, so that legacy uncertainty does not
remain. In the consultation process, the suggestions of industry, the community radio
sector and viewer groups will be the touchstones for these very points.

The Conceptual Difference

Keep three distinctions clear: (1) The licensing system of the 1885 Telegraph Act versus
the authorisation system of the 2023 Telecommunications Act - the draft stands on the
second; (2) guidelines versus rules - guidelines are administrative practices, rules are
statutory documents under an Act; (3) TV-radio versus OTT - the draft's scope is limited to
the six services in Chapter 2; internet-based curated content (OTT) does not fall within
these six authorisation categories (draft text, Rule 3).

Mains Perspective

GS-ll: media regulation, freedom of expression (19(1)(a) versus 19(2)), reqgulatory reform;
GS-lIl: telecom policy and ease of doing business. In an answer keep the draft facts (12
June 2026; consolidation of 6 guideline sets; Section 32; the 30-minute obligation -
attributed) and do not forget that this is a draft, not notified rules.

UPSC CSE Mains style: original practice question

'Regulatory consolidation is an instrument of business simplification, but
safeguarding the public-interest character of broadcasting is its final test.’
Comment in the light of the Draft Broadcasting Rules, 2026.

(Answer in 150 words) | 10 marks
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Answer Outline
Introduction: The journey from 1885 to 2023.

Main Body: The concept: authorisation versus licence; the arguments: consolidation
gains, standardised entry, public-interest obligation; the limits: the boundary of content
obligation, security clearance, draft status; the route: time frames, transparent
exemptions, migration.

Conclusion: Link the gains of consolidated rules to editorial freedom, the compliance
capacity of small broadcasters and a transparent decision process; suggesting clarity on
time frames and exemptions, do not write the draft's proposals as notified final rules.

Sources

« Ministry of Information and Broadcasting - draft rules text (12 June 2026)
« Hindustan Times - a single rulebook for TV, radio and DTH (supplementary, press-based)

All provisions verified verbatim from the draft text at mib.gov.in (12 June 2026); this is a consultation draft, not the final rules. Press reports are
supplementary reference only.

Also read: Online child safety: accountability alongside advertising revenue | Food labels
and misleading claims: from information for consumers to the right choice.

Remember: The essence of the draft: one rulebook in place of six layers of guidelines,
authorisation in place of licences, and a 30-minute public-interest obligation alongside
business simplification. The final form will be decided after the consultation ending 27 July
2026.


http://mib.gov.in/sites/default/files/2026-06/draft-rules-for-consultation-dated-12th-june-2026_0.pdf
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/govt-proposes-single-rulebook-for-tv-radio-and-dth-services-under-telecom-act-101781261156949.html
file:///en/online-child-safety-accountability-ad-revenue/
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