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Why in the News

The Indian Air Force announced on 7 November 2026 that its IL-76MD heavy transport
aircraft had made a successful landing at the Mudh-Nyoma airfield in eastern Ladakh.
Landing at this airfield, located at an altitude of about 13,629 feet, has been described as

the highest-altitude landing so far by this type of aircraft. This claim concerns the
achievement of the IL-76MD; it should not be called the highest landing by any aircraft
in the world.

Where is Nyoma

Nyoma is located in eastern Ladakh. The airfield is about 25 kilometres from the India-
China Line of Actual Control (LAC). Its importance in the border region lies not only in
reducing distance, but in increasing the options for delivering logistics to soldiers and

heavy equipment.
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Air infrastructure: the airfield was upgraded to make it capable of handling large
aircraft. According to reports, the Border Roads Organisation built a runway about 2.7

kilometres long, and the airfield became operational in November 2025. So the news of
November 2026 is not about the inauguration of a new airfield, but about a new
operational achievement by a heavy transport aircraft.

What the IL-76MD does

Heavy transport aircraft: its job is to carry soldiers, military vehicles and large-size
equipment over long distances. In the Indian Air Force it is also known as 'Gajraj'. This
aircraft of Russian origin has four turbofan engines.

Strategic air transport: carrying people and heavy loads by air to remote areas for the
army's major requirements is the core purpose of this capability. This is distinct from the
role of a fighter aircraft. The arrival of a heavy transport aircraft at an airfield also brings to

the fore the importance of the runway, maintenance, control and ground support systems

behind it.

Capacity and actual load are different: how much weight an aircraft can carry

depends on its configuration and operating conditions. A general capacity figure cannot
be taken as proof of the actual load carried on this particular landing. The announcement

made available does not give the full load details of that flight.

Why this landing is different

Aspect Correct meaning for the exam

Higher altitude A special operating condition for the aircraft and crew

Heavy air transport A useful capability for the logistics of large equipment along with
soldiers

Airfield near the
LAC

More options for delivering support in eastern Ladakh

Scope of the record The IL-76MD's highest landing; not a universal record for all aircraft

Other types of transport aircraft have already landed at higher altitudes at Daulat Beg
Oldi. So while understanding the Nyoma achievement, it is necessary to look at both the

type of aircraft and its role of delivering heavy logistics. Comparing the usefulness
of different aircraft is not complete on the altitude number alone.

Significance in border preparedness

Logistics options: in mountainous regions, road and air routes complement each other.
An upgraded airfield can make the plan for delivering support to soldiers and essential
equipment more flexible.
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From infrastructure to capability: a runway being built and a particular heavy aircraft
demonstrating successful operation there are separate stages. This event is an example

of the practical utility of upgraded infrastructure. Even so, one successful landing does not
prove unhindered operation in every season and with every load. That requires operating
standards and a continuous support system.

Also understand another class of transport aircraft: C-295: Maiden flight of the first
"Make in India" transport aircraft

Significance for the Exam

Read Nyoma in connection with eastern Ladakh, the IL-76MD with heavy military transport,
and the current news with this aircraft's altitude-related achievement. Do not treat the
date of the announcement, the start of the airfield's earlier operations and the
aircraft's general capacity as one and the same thing.
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Prelims Practice Questions

Question 1. Consider the following statements with reference to the Nyoma

airfield:

Statement 1: It is located in eastern Ladakh.

Statement 2: It would be correct to describe the IL-76MD's landing there as the highest-
altitude landing by any aircraft in the world.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer and Explanation
Answer: (a)

Statement 1 is correct: the Mudh-Nyoma airfield is in eastern Ladakh.

Statement 2 is incorrect: the achievement concerns the highest landing by an aircraft
of the IL-76MD type. Aircraft of other types have already landed at higher airfields such as

Daulat Beg Oldi.

Question 2. In a military context, which of the following is the main purpose of
strategic air transport?

(a) Aerial radar surveillance to detect enemy aircraft

(b) Air transport of soldiers and heavy military equipment

(c) Refuelling fighter aircraft in flight

(d) Intercepting enemy fighter aircraft in air combat

Answer and Explanation

Answer: (b)

The IL-76MD is a heavy military transport aircraft. Its role is connected with the air

transport of soldiers, large equipment and other military material.
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