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India-Italy Special Strategic Partnership
(May 2026): The Agreements

International relations | News context: India-Italy "Special Strategic Partnership", the Prime Minister's visit 19-20 May 2026

| Published: 18 October 2026

Background and Context

Names of bilateral relationships, such as "strategic partnership" or "special strategic
partnership", have no fixed legal definition. So the work of reading such visits is to see
which things in the joint documents are complete and which are still pending. With Italy

this question is interesting because some agreements in the announcement are "signed",
while big things like the extradition treaty and the mutual legal assistance treaty are
described only as "under discussion".

Why in the News

According to PIB, Prime Minister Narendra Modi made an official visit to Italy on 19-20 May
2026 at the invitation of Italian Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni. After talks in Rome on 20
May, the two leaders decided to upgrade the India-Italy strategic partnership to the level

of a "Special Strategic Partnership".

Key Concept: The Difference Between "Signed" and
"Talks Continue"

Documents in the joint statement described as "signed" or "adopted" are complete. Those
marked "look forward to early conclusion" or "discussions ongoing" are not yet complete.

In this category are the agreements on information security and police cooperation, the
extradition treaty and the mutual legal assistance treaty. So hearing "Special Strategic
Partnership" and assuming these treaties are done would be going beyond the text.
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Key Facts and Figures

The occasion Prime Minister Modi's visit to Italy, 19-20 May 2026; the
relationship upgraded to "Special Strategic
Partnership"; agreement on annual leaders' meetings
and a foreign-minister-level review mechanism. PIB, 20
May 2026.

The plan
framework

Agreement to set up a foreign-minister-level mechanism to
review the Joint Strategic Action Plan 2025-2029 (adopted at
the Rio G20 in November 2024).

Welcomed as
signed

MoU on critical minerals; MoU on agriculture and agricultural
research; MoU on maritime transport and ports; MoU on
Italy's participation in the National Maritime Heritage
Complex at Lothal; letter of intent between DST and Italy's
Elettra synchrotron centre; welcome of the "conclusion" of
the MoU between Italy's Guardia di Finanza and the
Enforcement Directorate.

Adopted Joint declaration of intent on defence and a defence industrial
roadmap (co-design, co-development, co-production; mention

of helicopters, naval platforms, maritime weapons, electronic
warfare); India-Italy higher education and research roadmap.

Started or
announced

An innovation centre in India called INNOVIT India; the "ICI -
Italy Calls India" talent bridge; a maritime security dialogue; a
twinning programme of UNESCO World Heritage sites; the
intent to celebrate 2027 as a "Year of Culture and Tourism".

Still in talks "Awaiting early conclusion": the agreement on exchange and
protection of classified information, the police cooperation
agreement. "Ongoing discussions": the extradition treaty, the
mutual legal assistance treaty, the social security agreement.

"Exploring feasibility": an annual high-level military dialogue.

Economic target A "target" of taking bilateral trade to 20 billion euros by 2029.
The text carries no figure for current trade.

How to Read the Documents

The nurse document in two texts: PIB's text on the Prime Ministers' meeting mentions

the signing of an "MoU" on the recruitment of nurses. The joint statement mentions a
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"specific joint declaration of intent" on facilitating the movement of nurses from India to
Italy. The two texts write different words; we have not written assuming them to be the

same document and have not checked what the actual document's form is.

Date-bound promises: the announcement carries future promises such as the first
ministerial meeting of IMEC in 2026, the next science and innovation dialogue in Italy this

year and the 2027 Year of Culture. We have not checked their subsequent status.

Agreements versus intent: the announcement has language such as "agreed",

"encouraged", "intent" and "exploring feasibility" in large measure. So treating everything
as equally binding would be wrong.

Why This Subject Matters

Defence-industry cooperation: the defence industrial roadmap talks of opening the

way to co-production. The text mentions no contract, project or amount; it is our reading
that this is as yet a list of possibilities.

The gap in legal cooperation: frameworks such as the extradition treaty and the

mutual legal assistance treaty still being "in talks" shows that the legal-cooperation
framework is slower than economic and technical cooperation. This is our interpretation;
the announcement gives no such conclusion.

Discussion Points and Cautions

Announcement versus outcome: we read both PIB texts. They carry the 20-billion-euro
target and some agreements, but no investment amount or defence contract. We have
read no official information on subsequent implementation, so we make no claim about

progress so far.

The original texts of the agreements: we did not see the original texts of the

agreements, the Foreign Ministry's separate outcome list or the separate signing dates of
documents; read the list as "welcomed in PIB's text".

Sources and limits: sources read: the joint statement (

https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2263405&lang=1&reg=3) and the text
of the Prime Ministers' meeting (
https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2263395&lang=1&reg=3), both in full.

Difference from an earlier article: we found no article on pcsmantra.com about this
India-Italy visit (searches for "Italy" and "India-Italy" in Hindi and English).

Way Forward

Read this article as the position of PIB's text of 20 May 2026. Conclusions may change
when official information arrives on the implementation of the treaties and roadmaps.

https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2263405&lang=1&reg=3
https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2263395&lang=1&reg=3
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Distinctions Within the Concept

Keep four things separate: (1) "signed" or "adopted" documents; (2) things "in talks" or
under "feasibility exploration"; (3) targets and intentions; and (4) our interpretations.

Mains Perspective

GS-II: bilateral groupings and agreements; international relations involving India. In the
answer, state the difference between signed documents and treaties under discussion.

UPSC CSE Mains Style: Original Practice Question

Examine the achievements and remaining challenges of the India-Italy "Special

Strategic Partnership" (May 2026).

(Answer in 150 words) | 10 marks

Answer Outline

Introduction: The upgraded status and the action plan.

Main Body: Signed agreements; defence and science cooperation; treaties under

discussion; the 20-billion-euro target; limits: implementation unknown.

Conclusion: Alongside the upgraded relationship, distinguish signed documents, adopted

roadmaps and treaties under discussion. Assess the partnership through implementation

rather than treating the trade target and announced cooperation as completed outcomes.

Sources

PIB, India-Italy joint statement (20 May 2026)

PIB, the Prime Minister's meeting with the Prime Minister of Italy (20 May 2026)

Both sources are full PIB texts; the original texts of the agreements were not read.

Remember: According to PIB, India-Italy relations were upgraded to a "Special Strategic Partnership" on 20 May 2026.
MoUs on critical minerals, agriculture and maritime transport were welcomed, but the extradition and legal assistance
treaties are still "under discussion". The 20-billion-euro trade target remains a target.

https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2263405&lang=1&reg=3
https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2263395&lang=1&reg=3

