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VCS-I-ABS: SIg-949144 s ATH-dcdR UR Wideh
THTOTH

qafaRu, a9 3fR Sererg aRkad= #3merd/NBA | VCS-I-ABS (S 2026) | UPSC / PCS 9w udiet: GS-3 (gafarur, Sig fafderan) |
uRfde: VCS-I-ABS, NBA, IRCC, NABCB, Biodiversity Finance Plan

geyfA ok T

STq fohddt fifa-aivon § “ugell IR” 3R “AISTR &7 A19” S <18 31U, A1 UT&eh bl i diol STeliT 3@ gidt &
T I, 378 YT e ohl BUT axiehl, 3R Hd T STUAT &1aT| I8 o1 5[ 2026 &t VCS-I-ABS Iier &t &t
g &l ysi & B el # g &

YR HT1?

PIB ! 6 5[ 2026 et fagifed & SrgaR #3era 4 NBA, QCI 3R UNDP India & 9gaiT & Sa-ddre & «1-
Fear (ABS) T ST & Jehl 31T oh folq Yeh Wedeh dii-SR-THTOTS IierT {7 &t g1 BIOFIN 3 15
S 2026 ot 3 JieHT IR GHTER ST

(1) “World's first” 3fR “first among the 196 Parties” PIB 3k BIOFIN & &4 §; g9 S Wdd ©9 &
&l Sitani (2) “approximately 60%” +ft | &1 arar §; [t @1 smar gst & =81 g1 (3) PIB 2five
“launch”, gg«Tl =8¢ “has initiated” 3k BIOFIN “launched” &gd &; 379 [&37d &l i 31erT fafd
g 781 gthl, Sk Tarem-fafd g 7t fett| (4) giom Wfdes & SR yHTor I8 fAetdT & St srurer R I §;
BY UTS # Ig ST Al hl BE ol 81 (5) AFES, Yech, UAIOIT SRISAl hl HEAT 3R UG T IS TRl a1
gsl & 781 e

q a2 3R 3iichs

e | &t ys: PIB &i fasf (Posted On: 06 JUN 2026 2:13PM by PIB Chennai) 3R BIOFIN a1

3R TuTER (Posted 15 June, 2026) | TSI &1 91 “Voluntary Certification Scheme for

&Y  Incentivization of Access and Benefit Sharing (VCS-I-ABS)” &, Sit uafarur, a4 3R
Sterarg uRaed= @51 (MoEFCC) # National Biodiversity Authority (NBA), Quality
Council of India (QCI) 3R UNDP India & 9gai7 @ & fI aaré 7 &1 PIB & 3IgaR 78
“under the Biological Diversity Act, 2002” &I
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PIB 2fider: “MoEFCC and NBA launch World's first ever dedicated Voluntary
Certification Scheme ..."”; PIB &l Ugdll 3/g=3<: “has initiated the Voluntary
Certification Scheme ...”; BIOFIN: “launched by the Ministry of Environment,
Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC)” | & & dtsr1 & faT “launch”, “initiated” 3R
“launched” 4 g1 g1 gsi &t fafdat (6 S, 15 S) UehiM 6t §; ot RF g & fafa gd
foreht gu & 7 fAeft, ok 379 2real & sret- s ywana-fafdat ad e

PIB 2fides: “World's first ever dedicated”; PIB uge 3ig=3s: “India becomes the
first country among the 196 Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity
(CBD) to operationalise a dedicated Voluntary Certification Scheme on
Access and Benefit Sharing”; BIOFIN: “India has become the first country in
the world to launch a dedicated voluntary certification scheme”. @ PIB 3i®

BIOFIN & 2@ §; g9 3¢ Wds ¥9 & Fgl Sifan|

“approximately @ PIB: “accounting for approximately 60% of all Internationally

60%"

Recognized Certificates of Compliance (IRCC) published in the
CBD’s ABS Clearing-House”; BIOFIN: “approximately 60 percent of
all Internationally Recognized Certificates of Compliance (IRCCs)”1|
Tg a1 gul o1 &rar g; IRCC &Y et S ot e @1 sur freht gu & ¢l A, ok
&R IR Sita gl <R

PIB: “a three-tier institutional structure comprising the NBA, State
Biodiversity Boards (SBBs)/Union Territory Biodiversity Councils (UTBCs) and
Biodiversity Management Committees (BMCs)” | g} TuET: 9 =1 BIOFIN 3@
“the National Biodiversity Authority, State Biodiversity Boards and
Biodiversity Management Committees working at the local level” foraar 21

PIB: “VCS-I-ABS, voluntary by design, is a step towards creating a brand for

wfFad  the business entities, through an award of a logo and a certificate to those

38
(gwmdt

TOTT)

entities that have already complied with the ABS requirements under the
Biological Diversity Act, Biological Diversity Rules, Access and Benefit
Sharing Regulations and its subsequent amendments.” BIOFIN: “Businesses
that meet ABS requirements ... can obtain certification and use the official
ABS logo” | It @Rt 3R YHTOTY 3 Seh1sdl o ol BY & Sit SIUTAT e Teh! &1 B9 UTS | I8
gl g for ag atern forelt et @1l &t srg &<t 81

PIB &l =t “VCS-I-ABS aims:” & 1< 9r dfaai &: (i) “To create a market
differentiator for entities that are certified as per the scheme ...”; (ii) “To
provide option for the consumers to purchase commodities from the business
entities that have assisted communities from where they have procured the
biological resources.”; (iii) “To make India a hub of ABS compliant entities by
certification of businesses and grant them with the ABS logo.”; (iv) “To bring
non-compliant bio-resource users back within the ABS ambit.” BIOFIN 3¢ ara
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@& “it seeks to bring currently non-compliant bio-resource users back into the

ABS system” foraar g1 3237 (iv) & gz ghm, g1 gut & 8l saran i

PIB: “NBA is the principal of the scheme while the accreditation through
third party certification bodies (CB) to be provided by International
Accreditation Forum (IAF) signatory system viz,, the National Accreditation
Board for Certification Bodies (NABCB), a constituent board of QCI.” BIOFIN:
“Certification will be delivered through accredited third-party certification
bodies under the National Accreditation Board for Certification Bodies
(NABCB)” 1 g4 & wifasg-%u (“to be provided”, “will be delivered”) g1 fa<f yaTUE=-
Frerra &1 AT, TETOE & ATEE, e AT UHIOIT SeRTeal Y HwE <A1 st A g/ Jgl et

PIB: “The VCS-I-ABS logo is registered as a Trademark with Intellectual
Property India (IPI) under Classes 31 and 44 of the Trademarks Rules, 2002.” st
@1 gufq: “a plant graphic (biological/medicinal values) and lotus leaf (Indian
cultural ethos and enlightenment) with hands symbolizing care, protection,
and sustainability” | ¢sarh F siforat sz fAawt o1 ag 2rss-wahT AT @ g; sv 4 et

FIA S & T St

PIB: “The scheme has been developed with financial support from the Gol-UNDP
Biodiversity Finance Initiative (BIOFIN). It operationalizes India’s Biodiversity
Finance Plan (BFP, 2019), which identifies ABS as a key, scalable finance solution

for bridging the biodiversity funding gap”; 3k “India’s commitment to the
Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework and National Biodiversity
Target 13 on scaling up equitable benefit sharing”1 BIOFIN: “more than 90
countries are currently developing Biodiversity Finance Plans through BIOFIN" |

o 99 gl & FYA §; TSI hT hig AHTG-3iichsT &1 gut & gl A

ABS &Y
gfRMTeT

BIOFIN: “Access and Benefit Sharing is a mechanism established under the
CBD and the Nagoya Protocol that ensures communities and countries
receive fair benefits when businesses use biological resources and
associated traditional knowledge.” PIB & g8 & G uRwrwr &1 &; ag BIOFIN &1
&Y g 3k g9 CBD a1 Nagoya Protocol @hT urs =181 uer|
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[ I]A IO gehTEaT o g "market differentiator” 3R ¢ ATl deh UgT

[a&mll IR @t S 3ehTsal 8 wRie it faene, ol e i wgraar &

[ I il "To make India a hub of ABS compliant entities"

[ T v "To bring non-compliant bio-resource users back within the ABS ambit"

| S W W W

IR I82T; BT H iv Y U7 A &1 ¥kl el S T
U @: Uk & g1 & fran-=u (i our urs)

[ PIB 2fif "MoEFCC and NBA launch World's first ever dedicated ..."

[ PIB ugeT =% "has initiated the Voluntary Certification Scheme ..."

[ BIOFIN (15 Sf7) "... launched by the Ministry of Environment ..."

[ - AR PIB: "to be provided by"; BIOFIN: "will be delivered through"

yerTer-fafat 6 S SiR 15 S; Tarer O g & fafd g g e
AT TT: ST R WA &Y et (i 3T urs)

[ TR NBA; State Biodiversity Boards/UT Biodiversity Councils; Biodiversity Management Committees
[ i1 1 "principal” "NBA is the principal of the scheme"
[ mﬁaﬁ third-party certification bodies; NABCB (QCI @ constituent board); IAF signatory

ereft yrTo-freRTa @Rt A, T a1 s Bl | gl e
w1 : 21 foRaas € (At s & e, e wds v @ T @)

[ "first" & 9 PIB: "World's first ever dedicated"; "first country among the 196 Parties"

[ "approximately 60%"  PIB 3R BIOFIN: IRCC &t srgaTid fewar; firet-amem gt # 7@t

T 1 PIB 7R BIOFIN & UBi & @4 €1

Hiferer Udfierratas f3: pcsmantra.com

fa=vor: Mg, -9 ik <

Ugcl! a1d, UicdTg fhaeh forg 81 ©U urs # it 3R TAT0US 34 Sehisal & faig 8 STt ugel & srguter & gehl 81
I gt &1 I824 (iv) “non-compliant bio-resource users” @t ABS & aRR # A &l S1d ear g1 &l
32T 1Y B §, R 31 yst & ag e sraman 7 foh SiquTer 7 i atet Y S[E; 89 dhiE oF el Sitsd|

O 91, HIA-FU | AT & felg “launch”, “has initiated” 3R “launched” B9 g, Stafch THTUM-AeRrT
& forg “to be provided” 3R “will be delivered” «fasa-%a & g1 @l “serves as a market
differentiator” adam & sgt M1 8, STafch BIOFIN TAT0M & @i & folg “is expected to create” St

STUETT-HTHT SRAT & | TS fohd aR0T & &, I8 a1 Usi § a9 8! gl

TG a1, ara fohadh 81 “ugen”, “196 Parties”, “approximately 60%” 3R BIOFIN @T “more than 90

countries” Hidi o 3704 T &1 8 87 34! ®U J I@d g, famr fohedt germm ar Ik &)
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Treft a1, Uciten S Qrlt| ATt aiT o a1ef 3fR ¢SHATeh-USTiaheuT ol fadR ¥ guie hed! 81 UHTUM o ATFSS,
ook, foneft oefora gehTd ofR T & wrara ot Rt Siferet aet gt & =8t e “7g e e oref “adi 87 =
gl

3 Y g: SrgIia ust

« THTUH & AES, Yo 3R Ugel THTIOT Sehrsdl dhl T 9T 82 ST g8 g1 adrd |
o 3I23F (iv), T ST 7 A aTel hl ABS o GRR # @1, fohd % @ 812 U8 haet I629 9dTd g

I hIAT-ara= IETgR0T: 17 3fagaR 2026 w1 ABS faazor

PIB & 17 3faeaR o faaror & 3iaR NBA 7 29 50 Stafafaedr stsf ofik gas dheanfla neer Safafyear ufkeg
Hl et £1,18,61,655, T 1T 21,19 g, faaRa forg | Sia-damem sreiRi ofk eamaiiRat €@ @i 71g 3,
ZfeIY AfRIT T9-SAGRT ! Tga ST & Ta1 gt Tehl | T8 # fatws afafa i sriar ofik urfdrerzor &t
HS aTet dXich 9, Heifdd el & AT Q-85 o SuTd # A J1dt 751 Ig ABS ht 11f2Y o foraror ahr
ISTE0T &, S hl Wiedeh UHTUM AISTT & UG AT YHIOIT Sch1al chl T Sl UHTUT g1 | SYST ot AT e
3R sifer R emredf et 9T g ot srert =R

gderr-Iuant fag

urRf3eR: VCS-I-ABS @1 o1 9™; National Biodiversity Authority; Quality Council of India;
NABCB; IRCC 3R CBD @1 ABS Clearing-House (PIB & sreal #); di=-%<ia aar (NBA, SBB/UTBC,
BMC); Biodiversity Finance Plan 2019; National Biodiversity Target 13| g&a ustam: WfSH
YHTU TR SHfHaR] SuTe; SeiR-TaRa Ware-; Sta fafdear fa=; gaon $ik darem | siay; &id & &
3R T U107 H SR

UPSC CSE Mains 3W1¥H U

ST-GATeE1 & ATH-dedR WR Wit yHvE-aisEr St et 98 Sifa-atvon @t ued aw R aral &
U S 82 S 2026 kit VCS-1-ABS & @& & Tat Rifgi (10 sih, reg-ar 150)

IR &l wgRkEr
yfftert &: g1, T9-T07 et am-gaETo

I T §: Wideh YHT0T ITH SJUTe T SR, I&T ehl et 37R Ich dxieh hl 3icR; BIVUT, &3 3R
JfIST-%T hY AT, "Tger” 3R "60%" Y |id & 31d; S Ysi & g (Al (ATEE, {[eh, UHE)

fAreent A v ydr-gR €, vEToT T8t

S iC]

« PIB: NBA disburses Rs 1.19 Crore to 29 State Biodiversity Boards and one UT
Biodiversity Council under ABS Mechanism (17 3fegsR 2026)



https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetailm.aspx?PRID=2324757&lang=1&reg=3
https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetailm.aspx?PRID=2324757&lang=1&reg=3
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e PIB: MOEFCC and NBA launch World'’s first ever dedicated Voluntary Certification
Scheme for Incentivization of Access and Benefit Sharing (VCS-I-ABS)_(6 ST 2026)

« BIOFIN: India launches the world’s first certification scheme to reward biodiversity
benefit-sharing (15 S7 2026)

FIG-HAT: SR & J9-YBI I UTS §; IS ol I aedrae], THTUH & AFGS, Biological Diversity Act $iR 38 fAaa-fafaas,
CBD a1 Nagoya Protocol &1 Ut 3fiR $8HTch-UsiIh?uT gl g Y| “Tgar”, “60%"” 3R ¢eHTh- 40T &id & HyH §, Wdd 0 &
g 7811 31k 31919 9 ig sy =g fAerer mam)

1 3@ PIB 6 S 2026, BIOFIN 15 S 2026; “Oga” SR “60%" &id & &Td §; ANl 3= fBerar & S
3T IR Ioh §; IR BU I (AR 7UrT); yHTo-Fehr wfasg-wa & §)


https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2269738&lang=2&reg=48
https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2269738&lang=2&reg=48
https://biofin.org/news-and-media/india-launches-worlds-first-certification-scheme-reward-biodiversity-benefit
https://biofin.org/news-and-media/india-launches-worlds-first-certification-scheme-reward-biodiversity-benefit

