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India-Egypt Trade Talks: The 7th Joint Trade Committee
in Cairo and the Road to a Possible Trade Pact
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Why in the News

Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal made an official visit to Egypt on 15-16 November 2026, where Cairo
hosted the 7th India-Egypt Joint Trade Committee (JTC) meeting. Both countries agreed to set up a working group for
a potential Preferential/Free Trade Agreement (PTA/FTA) and to prepare its Terms of Reference; options for trade in
local currencies were also discussed. The JTC has been elevated to the ministerial level - the meeting was co-chaired
by Goyal and Egypt's Minister of Investment and Foreign Trade Dr. Mohamed Farid Saleh.

Key Points of the Meeting

Road to a trade pact: agreement to constitute a PTA/FTA working group; work on the ToR begins. Per reports, the

interests of farmers, fishermen and small workers were among the pact's central priorities.

Local currency trade: options for rupee-based trade arrangements discussed.

Non-tariff barriers: market access, non-tariff barriers, trade remedies and customs cooperation were discussed.

Sectoral agenda: agriculture and food products, pharmaceuticals and healthcare, engineering goods, chemicals
and petrochemicals, fertilisers, textiles, MSMEs, services, renewable energy, green hydrogen, transport and

logistics.

Side programmes: the India-Egypt Joint Business Council (JBC) meeting, Business Forum and Startups Forum; a
delegation of over 130 Indian business leaders and startups accompanied the minister; a meeting with
Afreximbank as well.

Trade Figures

Per PIB (14 November 2026; source: DGCIS): bilateral merchandise trade in April-September 2026 stood at USD 5.04

billion - a growth of 64% over the corresponding period last year. In FY 2025-26, India's exports to Egypt were USD 3.87

billion and imports USD 2.60 billion. Major exports: meat and poultry products, petroleum products, organic chemicals,

cotton and machinery. Major imports: crude petroleum, fertilisers, cotton and mineral products.



Strategic Significance

Gateway of Suez: Egypt's geography makes it a gateway for Indian businesses to Africa, the Middle East and
Europe; opportunities in the Suez Canal Economic Zone (SCZone).

Strategic Partnership: bilateral ties are already elevated to a Strategic Partnership; the economic dimension is
now catching up with that pace.

Regional value chains: joint ventures in manufacturing, pharmaceuticals, automobiles and logistics; the
Afreximbank link as a channel for Africa expansion.

West Asian context: amid the Red Sea-Suez route's security challenges (Bab el-Mandeb/Hormuz), the Egypt

partnership gains further weight.

Exam Pointers

The event links GS-II (international relations - India-Africa) with GS-III (trade policy, types of PTA/FTA). Remember: the
JTC's ministerial elevation, the working group's constitution and the DGCIS figures - all three are direct Prelims facts.

Prelims Practice Questions

Q1: With reference to the 7th India-Egypt Joint Trade Committee (November 2026), which statements are correct?
1. The meeting was held in Cairo and the JTC was elevated to the ministerial level.
2. Both countries agreed to set up a working group for a PTA/FTA.

3. The meeting passed a resolution on UN Security Council reform.

(a) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer and Explanation

Answer: (a) The meeting was held in Cairo on 15 November, the JTC became ministerial, and a trade-pact working group
was agreed; UNSC reform was not on its agenda.

Q2: What was the India-Egypt bilateral merchandise trade in April-September 2026, and what growth was recorded?

(a) USD 3.04 billion; 34% growth

(b) USD 5.04 billion; 64% growth

(c) USD 7.54 billion; 24% growth

(d) USD 10.04 billion; 44% growth

Answer and Explanation

Answer: (b) Per PIB/DGCIS, bilateral merchandise trade in April-September 2026 was USD 5.04 billion, 64% higher than
the same period last year.

Mains Practice Question

Question: "The fresh acceleration in the India-Egypt economic partnership is part of both India's Africa policy and its
trade-diversification strategy." Analyse in the light of the outcomes of the 7th Joint Trade Committee. (250 words)



Outline: Introduction - Strategic Partnership and the 7th JTC; key outcomes - PTA/FTA working group, local currency,

non-tariff barriers; figures - $5.04 billion/64%; strategic dimensions - Suez, Africa access, the Red Sea context; challenges
- trade balance, pact complexity; conclusion - long-term gains through institutional mechanisms.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)

Short answer: The 7th India-Egypt JTC met in Cairo on 15-16 November 2026; both countries agreed to set up a working
group for a PTA/FTA and to prepare its ToR. Bilateral trade in April-September 2026 was USD 5.04 billion (64% growth).

Q: What is the JTC meeting's most important outcome?

Agreement to set up a working group for a potential Preferential/Free Trade Agreement and prepare its Terms of
Reference - along with the JTC's elevation to the ministerial level, giving institutional momentum to the economic
relationship.

Q: What are India's major exports to and imports from Egypt?

Exports: meat and poultry products, petroleum products, organic chemicals, cotton, machinery. Imports: crude petroleum,

fertilisers, cotton, mineral products. (FY 2025-26: exports USD 3.87 billion, imports USD 2.60 billion - DGCIS)

Q: Why is Egypt strategically important for India?

The Suez Canal's location makes Egypt the gateway to African, Middle Eastern and European markets; investment

opportunities in the Suez Canal Economic Zone, and added relevance amid Red Sea route-security challenges.
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